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FLANC Fall Conference!
October 26 & 27, 2012

San Francisco State University

FLANC’s  Executive Coun-
cil  hopes that  you join  
us for our members’ favor-

ite FLANC event – the annual Fall 
Conference. We are proud to provide 
you with the opportunity for a unique 
learning experience at San Francisco 
State Univeristy, on Friday and Sat-
urday. There will be practical Work-
shops, excellent Interest Sessions, 
delicious food, great company, and 
fantastic ideas for our teaching pro-

fession 
w h i c h 
y o u 
will be 
able to 
s h a r e 
w i t h 
y o u r 
s t u -
d e n t s 
a n d 
c o l -
leagues 
the following Monday. Mark the date 
on your calendar, send in the regis-
tration form, don’t forget to mark 
appropriate boxes, and we will see 
you in San Francisco! Teach on!
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I spend early June almost every 
year in Japan, but I left San 

Francisco a little early this year. 
Because I was appointed to be a 
Guest Professor at the National 
Institute for Japanese Language 
and Linguistics (NINJAL) in To-
kyo, I flew to Japan shortly after 
the commencement ceremony at 
SF State University. For the past 
two years I have been involved 
in NINJAL’s three research 
projects: (1) Universals and 
Cross-Linguistic Variations in 
the Semantic Structure of Predi-
cates, (2) Study on Teaching and 
Learning Japanese as a Second 
Language (JSL) in a Multicultur-
al Society, and (3) Compilation 
of a Japanese Basic Verb Usage 
Handbook for Japanese-as-a-For-
eign-Language (JFL) Learners. I 
have been lucky to be involved  
 Continued on page 14 

President’s 
Message
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Foreign Language Week!

 Normally, FLW is the second week of March. 
Here a few ideas for you. 
 Be sure that foreign language week is made 
known throughout the school and community! Be sure 
that there are announcements in the bulletins, newslet-
ters and local papers – if possible! Invite anyone and 
everyone to attend events or visit you classroom!
  Make a wall in your school dedicated to for-
eign expressions. There can be “Wall of Peace”- with 
peace in many different languages and symbols.
  Decorate the entry of your school with 100 
ways to say ‘hello/welcome’ in another language.  Use 
a bulletin board or wall space. Be sure that there is 
some information explaining the importance of foreign 
language Week in the display.
  Make posters – flags, maps, common expres-
sions, interesting trivia, etc.- and have your student 

helpers, and you too, of course, post them around the 
school.
  Have you students write a paragraph explain-
ing why learning a foreign language is important – 
select the best ones – get them typed up and have a 
quote wall in the school with the students’ opinions. 
  Have a “food day”! International food/bever-
age at it (mangos, passion juice, plantain chips, chi-
charrones, etc.) Create stations in your classroom, and 
at each station students may try a bit of the food and, 
with charts, they can fill out-food description, what it 
reminds them of, etc. Yummy!
  Morning announcements! Almost ALL schools 
have resources inside! Find the students in your school 
who are willing to greet the school in another lan-
guage! It can be done in Vietnamese, Arabic, Spanish, 
Polish, and French!

  Make it visible! Send out a variety of 
‘classroom’ labels to teachers. Students 
can easily make these up and organized 
the distribution.
  Have a trivia contests, have a movie 
day after school, have international pot 
luck (especially mice for exchange stu-
dents!), offer foods during lunch made by 
students.
  Participate in FLANC’s Poster Contest 
- details on page 19. 
 Editor’s Note: I found in this in a maga-
zine, and some of these ideas are from 
Massachusetts. I like this type of activity 
because it is a good example of student-
centered learning, where all the students 
participate, imagine and plan events, 
create, chat, and generally have a good 
time... learning while having fun!
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News from the Language Fronts
            Compiled by fz

San Francisco Conference tidbits
For the Workshops and Interest Sessions in the Fall, let us know which of these you would 
like us to present. A quick email to me at machetez@sbcglobal.net will do.

  • Technology   • AP preparation    • Culture 
 • Reading  • Target Languaging in the classroom • Assessment

 Your suggestion(s): _____________________________________
 Name(s)? _____________________________________________

Plan Early for an Eco Friendly 
    Conference Experience!
Think Green! • Take Public Transportation!

 BART to Union Square, then Muni to Cal State San Francisco!

It will be a nice, scenic, environmentally friendly ride, much appreciated by 
Mother Nature.
Drive with a friend, if you can’t go public. See you there! 

Chinese 

       2012 
highlight 
from Chi-
nese teachers 
association: 
The 5th An-
nual National 
Chinese 
Language 
Conference 
(NCLC) 
was held in 
April 12-14, 
2012. Nearly 

three thousand education practitioners, policymak-
ers and school leaders gathered together to discuss 
and celebrate in Washington DC. The major theme 
concerned: “State of the Field: Proficiency, Sustain-
ability, and Beyond.”  Featured presentations included 
program models and quality, curriculum, student as-
sessment, classroom observation, teacher professional 
development, effective use of technology and teaching 

materials, student assessment, building local connec-
tions, China across the curriculum, reaching for global 
partnerships to enhance teaching and learning of 
Chinese—and teaching and learning about the larger 
world in general.   According to the NCLC website by 
the Asia Society:
 Educators at the higher education and K–12 
levels had an opportunity to discuss important issues 
including program articulation, teacher 
development and support, and research, including 
• Where do Chinese language programs look for 
continued funding and sustainability?
• How can my school enhance language learning 
throughinternational exchanges and partnerships?
• What can higher education and K–12 do to 
improve articulation?
• Where are the successful models for Chine-
seimmersion and early language learning?
• How can a Chinese language program be a 
driver of student achievement across the curriculum?
Since 2008 and the first NCLC, attendance has in-
creased steadily. The growth of this conference has   
  Continued on page 6 
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 In order to enrich their teaching of foreign lan-
guage, all members of FLANC are encouraged to apply 
for the Cecilia Ross Memorial Grant. The next Award 
will be made in the June of 2012. A list of the criteria for 
application is appended at the end of this article.
 If we trace the history of the Foreign Language 
Association of Northern California from its inception 
up to the present, we find one name continually and 
predominantly appearing on every page of that history. 
That name is Cecilia Ross. In 1951, Cecilia and two 
colleagues founded the Foreign Language Association 
of Northern California, to which she brilliantly and 
consistently contributed her talent, time and energy right 
up to the day of her fatal accident in June 1989. Ceci-
lia made FLANC the effective and dynamic force it is 
today among teachers of foreign languages in Northern 
California. Her teaching, her research and her vigorous 
interest in every aspect of foreign language curricula at 
every level of instruction made Cecilia Ross an outstand-
ing leader in foreign language education not only in the 
state of California, but nationwide as well. Her years of 
selfless devotion and service to students and colleagues 
revealed how many great accomplishments one person 
can make who has such a deep love and understanding 
of his or her chosen profession. Among her many gifts, 
her ability to communicate her knowledge and love of 
the learning and teaching of foreign languages is most 
to be remembered and to be praised.
 Cecilia Ross filled every office and served on 
every committee with unstinting energy and devotion. 
The excellence of the Newsletter is owed to her early 
leadership as editor. Her editorials and articles which 
appeared in so many issues are the highlight of numerous 
years of this publication. Because of her vast and intimate 
knowledge of every detail of the functions of FLANC, 
she provided its Executive Council with guidance that 
enabled its members to serve well the needs of fellow 
teachers in the various language affiliates that make up 
the membership of FLANC.
 In honor of Cecilia and her many creative con-
tributions  to  the  growth  and enhancement of foreign 
language teaching and research in California, a Cecilia 
Ross Memorial Grant was created by the FLANC Ex-
ecutive Board in 1989. Since the creation of the Award 
twelve outstanding teachers have been chosen as recipi-
ents: 1990, Laurie Rodgers, Pacific Grove High; 1992, 
Stephen Covey, Sunnyvale Middle School, Sunnyvale; 

       Criteria for Application

The person applying for this Grant must present the 
following:

1. Be teaching a foreign language in K-12, College,       
    or University.

2. Be a paid-up member of FLANC for the current year   
    and the previous year.

3. Submit a description of the project for which the
    Grant will be used, e.g.,

      a) Provide for the improvement of language
           instruction in the classroom. 
      b) Present a project which would enhance the
          cultural knowledge of students in the classroom. 
      c) Present methodology for the improvement of    
          instruction.
      d)  Need to submit a budget
      e) What other funding will be asked for to com- 
           plete this project?

4. Submit a letter of recommendation from a School    
    Administrator or the Department Chair.

5. Applications must be received by May 31, 2013.

Applications in duplicate are to be sent to:

        FLANC Cecilia Ross Memorial Grant Committee
        c/o Agnes Dimitriou
        Dwinelle Hall
        Department of Spanish and Portuguese, #2590
        University of California
        Berkeley, CA 94720

The Award is up to $1,500.

The Award Winners will be contacted by June 2013  
and announced at the FLANC Fall Conference.

Cecilia Ross Memorial Grant Award

1995, Wendy Ruebman, Albany High, Albany; 1996, 
Anne McCormick, U.C. Berkeley, and Sheree Lin, Cal 
State University of Hayward; 1997, Rebecca Shirah, Sa-
cred Heart Cathedral Prep. of San Francisco; 1998, Lynda 
Southwick, Mendocino College, Ukiah; 1999, Ignacio 
González of Sacred Heart Cathedral Prep of San Francis-
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co; 2001, Lois M. Moore, San Marin High School. For 2002, Adelaida Cortijo, 
UCBerkeley, did a writing project for Spanish, and Martha Melara, Cathedral 
Prep High School, San Francisco, did a presentation on integrating technology 
in the FL curriculum. For 2003, Rakhel Villamil-Acera, U.C. Berkeley. For 
the year 2004 there are two winners:  Lynda Southwick, Mendocino College, 
Ukiah, doing a project called “Bretagne Culture Capsule” and Dolores Isern, 
U. C. Berkeley, doing “Aproximaciones hacia la enseñanza de la escritura: 
el ensayo de exposición”. The most recent winner is Caroline Kreicle, who 
teaches at Merced Community College.
 All these recipients prepared a project designed to enhance professional 
growth, skills and knowledge in teaching languages and culture.  Some projects 
include technology, others art, customs, presentation of videos or slides.  The 
projects have varied from year to year and keep alive the wonderful spirit that 
Cecilia Ross inspired to study and enrich foreign language teaching at all levels 
from elementary through university. We urge teachers to apply for these funds 
to keep this mission going and to honor Cecilia’s life purpose. They received 
an award for a project which would help in their professional growth. 
 To keep alive the spirit of Cecilia Ross, especially to continue her inspiration 

in furthering the enrichment of foreign language teaching, you are urged to apply for the Cecilia Ross 
Memorial Grant created to honor a woman who was herself a great and talented teacher.

Application for the Cecilia Ross Memorial Grant
The Cecilia Ross Memorial Grant will be changing criteria, 

to be announced in the Spring Newsletter!

Name ___________________________________________ School ___________________________
Address _________________________________________ Address __________________________
   _________________________________________    __________________________

 Name of Principal or Department Chair ______________________________________
 Address (if different from above) ___________________________________________

 Title of Project __________________________________________________________
 Are you receiving any other funds for this project?       Yes______   No______
 What are the dates for this project? Beginning_______ Ending_________       

 Additional materials needed for submission:

 1. A letter of recommendation from a department head or principal, indicating your experience in 
     the classroom and a comment on the project itself.
 2. A brief description of the project, limited to one page double spaced.
 3. A commitment to present the project at our next FLANC conference after receiving the grant.
 4. A curriculum vitae, no more than one page, showing your professional experience in the teaching 
     profession.  Thank you for your application

Cecilia Ross Grant
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News from the Language Fronts
      Continued from page 3

mirrored a growing awareness about the importance 
of preparing students for a globalized world.  Last 
year, 1,200 participants from across K–16 education 
came together in San Francisco to share best prac-
tices in technology, building high-quality programs, 
strengthening teacher development, and encouraging 
sustainable partnerships. (http://sites.asiasociety.org/
nclc2012/about/conference/).
 NCLC was a 
proud product of the Asia 
Society and the College 
Board with sponsorship 
from 20 other sponsors 
including the Chinese 
Hanban Office and the US 
Department of Education.  

Lin Domizio
San Francisco State 

University

     
  Deutsch
 
 Here are two special events for all teachers 
and students of world languages as well as the inter-
ested public. 
 Ika Hügel-Marshall will read from her autobi-
ography, Daheim Unterwegs: Ein deutsches Leben (In-
visible Woman: Growing Up Black in Germany), prior 
to a screening of the new film, Audre Lorde - The 
Berlin Years 1984 to 1992, by Dr. Dagmar Schultz. 
This is part of the 17th Berlin & Beyond Film Festi-
val, presented by the Goethe-Institut San Francisco. 
The bilingual reading is co-sponsored by the Ameri-
can Association of Teachers of German (AATG), the 
Foreign Language Association of Northern California 
(FLANC), and the Gerlind Institute for Cultural Stud-
ies (GICS).
 At the Castro Theatre, San Francisco, 429 Cas-
tro Street, San Francisco 94114, Saturday, September 
29, 2012 • Reading begins at 1:00 p.m. 
 Ika Hügel-Marshall was born in Germany in 
1947 to a white German mother and an Afro-American 
father. Initially, she grew up with her mother, but from 

her sixth to her fifteenth year 
of life she was raised—as 
many Afro-German chil-
dren of her generation—in a 
children’s home. Only at the 
age of 39 did she meet other 
Afro-Germans and was then 
involved in setting up the 

“Initiative of Black 
Germans” (ISD). In 
1993, she found her father in Chicago and met 
him and his family—a most profound experi-
ence.
  Ika Hügel-Marshall has a 
degree in social pedagogics. She is teaching 
gender studies and psychological counseling at 
the Alice-Salomon-Fachhochschule für Sozial-
arbeit und Sozialpädagogik in Berlin. Trained 
as a counselor, she is counseling primarily 
intercultural teams and bi-national couples. 
From 1990 until 2002, she worked as media 
spokeswoman for the Orlanda Women’s Press 
in Berlin. Ika Hügel-Marshall has published 
various articles on anti-racist consciousness 
raising and is co-editor of the book Entfernte 
Verbindungen: Rassismus, Antisemitismus und 

Klassenunterdrückung (Orlanda Verlag, 1993). The 
new English edition of Invisible Woman is available 
from Peter Lang Publishing.
 In 1996, Ika Hügel-Marshall received the 
Audre Lorde Literary Award for the completion of 
Invisible Woman. She has given numerous readings in 
Germany, Austria, and the USA. She is also an artist 
and has designed book covers and exhibited her draw-
ings and wood sculptures.
  “Audre Lorde - the Berlin Years 1984 to 1992 
(http://www.audrelorde-theberlinyears.com) docu-
ments Audre Lorde’s influence on the German politi-
cal and cultural scene during a decade of profound 
social change, a decade that brought about the fall of 
the Berlin Wall and the re-unification of East and West 
Germany. This chronicles an untold chapter of Lorde’s 
life: her empowerment of Afro-German women, as she 
challenged white women to acknowledge the signifi-
cance of their white privilege and to deal with differ-
ence in constructive ways.

	  

 
photo	  ©	  Ika	  Hügel-‐Marshall	  
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News from the Language Fronts
      

El que 
habla dos 
lenguas 
vale por 

dos

Adèle 
Martínez

 Audre Lorde - 
The Berlin Years 1984 
to 1992 outlines Lorde’s 
contributions to the Ger-
man discourse on rac-
ism, xenophobia, anti-
semitism, classism, and 
homophobia within the 

Black movement and the Black and white women’s 
movement, a discourse alive and growing today. This 
documentary contains previously unreleased audiovi-
sual material from director Dagmar Schultz’s personal 
archive, including stunning images of Audre Lorde off 
stage. With testimony from Lorde’s colleagues, stu-
dents and friends, this film documents Lorde’s lasting 
legacy in Germany.” (Dr. Dagmar Schultz, from Audre 
Lorde - the Berlin Years 1984 to 1992 web site) Dr. 
Dagmar Schultz will be there in person. 
 At the Castro Theatre, San Francisco, 429 Cas-
tro Street, San Francisco 94114, Saturday, September 
29, 2012 • Film begins at 2:00 p.m. Filmmaker will be 
present.
 Tickets $10 - $12 • www.berlinbeyond.com 
(from August 30th).
 For more info, and to download flyer, visit the 
Gerlind Institute for Cultural Studies’ web site at www.
gerlindinstitute.org, email marion@gerlindinstitute.
org or call (510) 430-2673.

Marion Gerlind
Gerling Institute of C. Studies

  German Roundtable Discussion at 
FLANC Conference, San Francisco State Univer-
sity, October 27, 2012
 Call for Participants. Are you interested in 
topics, such as:
• How can we make German studies even more attrac
   tive and stabilize German programs in these times of
   vanishing funds for education? 
• What are the most pressing needs of German stu
   dents and teachers today?
• How can we facilitate relevant topics in our teaching/
   learning practices, such as multi-ethnic cultures and
   integration in German-speaking countries? 
• What would a more effective cooperation between
   our schools, institutions, and communities look like?

 YOU are invited to participate in our round-
table discussion if you are affiliated with German at 
a middle, high, Saturday, international, immersion 
school, community college, university and/or are a 
representative of AATG, Goethe-Institut, General Con-
sulate, Gerlind Institute, and/or a publishing house.
 Organized by AATG NorCal Chapter and the 
Gerlind Institute for Cultural Studies.  Moderators: Dr. 
Marion Gerlind and Zehra (Zizi) Otus. 
 Eager to participate? Please contact us by Sep-
tember 30, 2012:
 Marion: marion@gerlindinstitute, or call 510. 
430.2673, or Zizi: otusz@mdusd.org.  

Marion Gerlind
Gerling Institute of C. Studies

  Español    
 
¡Atención, Profesores de español!
 Queremos reestablecer el capítulo de AATSP 
del Norte de California.  Así invitamos a todos los 
profesores de español en nuestra zona que van a asistir 
a la conferencia de FLANC el 27 de octubre en San 
Francisco State a reunirse con nosotros para discutir 
las activades de interés para nuestra organización.  
Invitamos a los socios de AATSP a empezar la con-
versación sobre nuestro capítulo durante la hora del 
almuerzo y continuarla en la última  sesión de la con-
ferencia.
 Mil gracias, Agnes Dimitriou, agnesd@nomos.
org y Francisco Zermeño. 
 ¡Nos vemos! 

 Master’s Degree
Programa Abroad 
Changes Spanish 
Teacher’s Career! Five 
years ago, Southern 
Oregon University (SOU) 
started an innovative 
Master’s degree program 
for high school Spanish 
teachers. This program 
 Continued on 
      page 12 
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 This 
award was cre-
ated to honor 
Gisèle Hart for 
her many years 
of service to 
FLANC.  Mrs. 
Hart, who had 
been a truly 
dedicated and 
enthusiastic 
French teacher 
and long-
time FLANC 
Council mem-

ber, made significant contributions to the field of foreign 
language teaching. Gisèle also acted as our Exhibits 
Chair for many years, building bridges with our publish-
ing friends.  As the Master Teacher of dozens of aspir-
ing French teachers in the Bay Area, Mrs. Hart has been 
greatly instrumental in the promotion of language learn-
ing for over thirty years.
 It seems that half of the French teachers in No 
California had Gisèle Hart as their master teacher. I did, 
and I have always felt unbelievably lucky to have had 
her as a guide into our profession. As a nervous student 
teacher, I was immediately impressed by her quiet, calm 
presence in the classroom, rather serious; c’est-à-dire, 
there was never any question about who was in charge. 
The second thing I noticed was her smile. It lit  up the 
room. It still does.
 Gisèle and I have been friends since 1963. I was 
around to help the Harts when they moved into their 
Kensington house. I gave classes to their two young chil-
dren. I had dinner at their kitchen table more times than I 
can remember. I visited her mother in France. I  took my 
father and my children to their house, and, of course, I 
went to many FLANC conferences with her.
 Gisèle was born in Royat, a gracious spa outside 
of Clermont Ferrand, France. She is the only child of a 
U.S. father and a French mother. He was an Army corps-
man working at a hotel-turned-hospital during WWI, and 
they met at a July 14th bicultural dance. “Love at first 
sight?” Gisèle does not know.
 In 1919, Gisèle’s father (Charles Liff) was 
discharged to the US but he returned to France to marry 
his sweetheart and to live for the next 20 years in Royat, 
working at a newspaper, living in a lovely home, becom-
ing very français. Gisèle attended local schools, includ-

ing un lycée pour jeunes filles (all lycées were unisex at 
that time). “School was hell in France, so demanding. 
Gloves and stockings were mandatory. Teachers were 
demanding. I did not like Latin. I preferred literature.” In 
1939, all changed when the Liffs moved to San Francis-
co. With WWII around them, Gisèle’s mother was afraid 
for her husband who had never become a French citizen.
 At 19, Gisèle entered UC Berkeley as a Junior 
(so much for Breadth Requirements!). She adapted easily 
to Cal, finding it not more demanding than the French 
lycée. “It was such a relief that I didn’t have to take 
gymnastique.” After graduating, she received a Masters 
in French and then a Teaching Credential. “I learned 
how to teach at Cal, how to shed that French arrogance. I 
remember being asked in an upper division course, ‘How 
can you explain the infinitive?’ I couldn’t explain it. I 
had to learn how it is different than English.”
 Meanwhile, both her parents found the move to 
California very difficult. Her father worked for the Ex-
aminer while her mother was a cook for a prominent SF 
family. Adjusting to a completely different culture was 
not easy, then they ended up getting a divorce two years 
after their arrival in the U.S.
 In 1952, at the “old” age of 32, Gisèle married 
Jim Hart, a doctor who ran a local pharmaceutical lab. 
They had two children, Pirie, who lives in Seattle with 
his wife and a daughter, and Michelle, who is a teacher 
(surprise!) at El Cerrito High. 
 Gisèle started to teach in the Richmond School 
District after receiving her credential: Longfellow, Por-
tola Junior High (4 French teachers when she was there), 
and El Cerrito High. “At first, I was much too strict. My 
first class, in 1945, had 45 students. That was wartime. 
I loosened a little bit when I had regular classes.” She 
taught in the District until retirement in 1985.
 For many years, Gisèle worked with the UC 
Department of Education. Although she is reluctant to 
be precise about the number of student teachers she 
coached, she thinks she had 60 or more! “What the 
student teachers did for me is that they kept me informed 
of the new ideas that were going around. Many teachers 
feel that student teachers are an imposition. I never felt 
that way. They kept me up to date.”
 Here are a few more Gisèle thoughts.
• Many French native speakers are lousy teachers. 
The student teachers I had were horrible. They taught 
the way they were taught. I learned quickly that that  
didn’t work in US schools.
• I knew that I wanted to be a teacher when I was 

Gisèle Hart FLANC Membership Award



Fall 2012 9

about 7 or 8. We had a piano and a young neighbor 
wanted to learn how to play. I was so demanding that 
I don’t think I taught her more than twice, but I liked 
the bossy attitude.
• Cecilia Ross asked me to get involved in FLANC. 
She knew I had two young children so she was patient. 
I have enjoyed the camaraderie of working with other 
teachers. FLANC’s people are charming, a word I 
rarely use. What do we get out of it? Nothing, really, 
except a lot of hard work. But it’s pleasant. Compan-
ionship. Camaraderie.
• Let’s get more French taught in the schools. Con-
gratulations to all FLANC people for keeping up the 
good work. 

GHFMAwArd: THree YeArs oF Free FLANC MeMbersHip (2013-2017)

 FLANC owes a huge thank you to Gisèle for 
all of her years of service and for her inestimable con-
tribution to the teaching of world languages. Merci.

Wendy Ruebman
 

GHFMA Awardees
2006 -  María De Leo, Chabot College
2007 -  Jennifer Fox, Sebastopol Independent Charter S. 
2008 -  Josephine Tsao
2009 - David Haupert 
2010 - Dick Lai
2011 - Jing Wu, Eric Chen, and Ichun Chen
2012 - Your Colleague! 
2013 - ?

Purpose of the Award: 
To encourage beginning language teachers to devote themselves to the language teaching field.

Criteria for the Award:  Current member of FLANC. Fewer than 3 years of teaching experience.

Application Procedure:
• Complete the award application – applications must have a signature from a school
   principal or department chair verifying language teaching experience.
• Along with the application, send in a brief curriculum vitae.
• Applications must be received by November 30, 2012.

To be considered for the membership award, applicants must meet the following requirements: 

• Must be a current member of FLANC and • Have fewer than 3 years of language teaching experience.

 Last Name: ____________________________     First Name: _________________________________
 Address: ______________________________________________________
 City/State: _____________________________  Zip Code: _______________
 Home Phone: _______________    Work Phone: ______________  Email: _______________________
Work Experience Verification
 School: _______________________________________________________
 Address: ______________________________________________________
 City/State: _____________________________  Zip Code: ______________
 Start Date: ______________________________
School Administrator:  ____________________________________
      Signature  
    ____________________________________         _________________________
      Print Name     Title 

Please mail this application by November 30, 2012 to: 
Marilyn Imes • FLANC Membership Award Committee • 990 61st. St. • Oakland, CA  94608

The winner of the award for 9/2013-8/2017 will be chosen by drawing at the December 2012 FLANC Executive 
Council meeting. Thank you for your participation in FLANC activities!

You may copy this application and share it with a colleague.
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 Connections - In our Registration Form, 
please indicate whether you prefer an on line copy or a 
print copy of Connections, the journal fo FLANC.
  Connections, the journal for world language 
teachers was begun by SWCOLT (SouthWest Con-
ference on Language Teaching is now published by 
FLANC.  All members of FLANC receive a copy at 
the conference, but we are now initiating a on-line 
version of Connections.  Please when you renew your 
membership or fill out a conference registration form, 
please indicate which version you would prefer, an 
online one or a paper copy.  If no indication is given, 
we will assume an on-line version.  Much thanks!
 
 Most Classroom Problems Have a Solution
Let me start a dialog between flanquistas about prob-
lem-solving techniques in the classroom. I will de-
scribe a few solutions that served me well as a world 
language instructor. And I invite FLANC members to 
contribute their own best practices. A longer commen-
tary could be submitted for the FLANC newsletter, 
and short suggestions could go on our Facebook page 
(fla-nc.org). 
 In a student-centered world language class-
room, it is crucial to engage all the students. Since 
some students are reluctant to speak-up in class, I 
often led all students to participate actively by call-
ing on them. Problem: How can the teacher insure 
that all students are involved? One possible solu-
tion: Use cards with each student’s name and hold 
the stack in your hand and call on the student whose 

card is on the top. Move the card to the 
bottom afterwards. When you get back 
to the first student’s card, shuffle the “deck.” This way 
the students cannot anticipate that they will be called 
on after the same classmate every time. This worked 
well for me when the classroom activity was necessary 
practice for all the students. Students already knew 
that I knew their names, so it didn’t appear that I was 
using the cards because I didn’t know their names. On 
a related note, some of my colleagues make a practice 
of giving new names in the target language to their 
students. That didn’t work for me, I prefer to let indi-
vidual students decide on their classroom name. After 
living and teaching in Mexico, it was natural for me 
to just pronounce their first name as a native speaker 
would.
 Problem: How can a teacher demonstrate 
grammar topics to a class that may or may not know 
grammatical terms? Solution: present a minimal pair 
of phrases or sentences in which the only difference 
is an example of the actual topic being taught. Stu-
dents who come to understand the meaning of each 
item will understand the grammatical topic without 
the use of terminology. Let me break this down with 
examples. In Spanish, the prepositions por and para 
can be a challenge for students. Vamos para la capital. 
Vamos por la capital. Since para can be used to indi-
cate destination, the first sentence can be translated as 
“We’re going TO the capital. Since por can express the 
route, the second item can be rendered as “We’re go-
ing THROUGH the capital.” Another matter is the use 
of imperfect and preterite verb tenses. “Cuando tenía 
quince años fui a Ciudad Juárez” versus “Cuando tuve 
quince años fui a Cuidad Juárez.” The imperfect tense 
form “tenía” renders “When I was fifteen years old, 
I went to Ciudad Juárez.” The preterite form “tuve” 
renders “When I turned fifteen years old, I went to 
Ciudad Juárez.” 
 Challenge: How can a teacher develop useful 
phrases without resorting to translating them? Many 
solutions are used, and here is one example that my 
students and I enjoyed. I drew two facing faces with 
balloons. In the balloons, I wrote the words of a typi-
cal greeting. A drawing of the sun’s path with the sun 
still ascending showed the time of day. So “buenos 
días” would be a possible greeting. Moving the sun to 

NeaTeachBits
by fz

Happy FLANC lunchers at 2011’s Fall Conference
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NeaTeachBits
by fz

an afternoon position let “buenas tardes” 
be possible. Drawing the sun below the 
horizon gives “buenas noches.” Of course, 
other parts of greetings would be part 
of the dialog. With each dialog written 
on the board, the students repeated the 
lines with individuals or half of the class 
representing each interlocutor. After the 
pronunciation was established, I erased a 
few of the words, and the students continued model-
ing the dialog. Then I erased a few more words, and 
the students continued to practice. Eventually all the 
words were erased. Virtually all students could model 
the dialog with a partner after this type of practice.  
For a warm-up activity at the start of the next class, I 
simply drew the faces and balloons, but did not fill in 
the words. Most students could recall and model the 
dialog. The different learning styles of visual and audi-
tory, even kinetic, are well served with this technique, 
and English is not needed to clarify meaning.
 I know you franquistas have countless tips for 
your colleagues and beginning teachers that you can 
share. Please add brief tips to the FLANC Facebook 
page, or write an article consisting of them for the 
FLANC Newsletter. I look forward to reading your 
tips and techniques in the Newsletter and on Face-
book. It’s all about collegiality!

Ed Stering

 “Dear Language Teachers, I trust that you are 
all enjoying your well-deserved summer vacation. I 
know it’s early to begin thinking about the next school 
year, but I do hope you will include us in your pro-
fessional development plans. This year the Stanford 
World Language Project will be offering four strands: 
Strand A, Lesson Design - Effective Strategies for the 
California Language Teacher, 
 Strand B, Thematic Unit Design to Increase 
Students’ Linguistic and Cultural Proficiency, 
 Strand C, Standards-Aligned Assessment & 
Evaluation, and Strand T, Using Technology to Deliver 
Standards-Aligned Instruction. 
 All will meet for five Saturdays: October 6, 
November 3, December 1, February 2, and March 9. 
For more information and the registration form, please 

see the attachments. We look forward to 
seeing many of you in October.
 Please note that we have a new name. 
With the adoption of the California 
World Language Content Standards, we 
felt the need to be consistent. The Bay 
Area Foreign Language Program has 
become the Stanford World Language 
Project. We are, however, the same pro-

gram that has been providing workshops and semi-
nars to Bay Area teachers for over twenty years. Call 
650.736.9618 for more info. With warmest wishes,

Sally Mearns
Site Director, Stanford World Language Project 

(Bay Area Foreign Language Program)”

 This is the winning essay for the Catherine 
AlexandraWallace Essay Contest. A very good job, 
indeed! 
 Learning a second language has been and con-
tinues to be one of the most enriching and enjoyable 
aspects of my life. The great part is that I’ve only just 
started. I still have almost an entire  lifetime ahead of 
me during which I can get more acquainted with my 
relatively newfound love of language. 
  Continues on page 13 

Can you spot the errors my 1A students made?
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News from the Language Fronts
      Continues from page 7

allows teachers to 
earn an MA in Span-
ish Language Teach-
ing over three sum-
mers with all courses 
taught in Guanajuato, 
Mexico.  
 For over ten 
years I searched for 
the “right” Master’s 
program to give me 
the opportunities I 
needed to improve 
my Spanish, live 
in the culture and 

collaborate with talented educators from all over the 
world. I wanted to challenge my natural instincts and 
become a more effective language teacher in the 21st 
Century.  The Summer Language Institute in Gua-
najuato, Mexico offered all this and more. My three 
years (2008-2010) in Guanajuato, Mexico gave me 
experience and confidence that has changed my pres-
ent and will continue to shape my future.  
 The program combines courses on Spanish 
and Latin American language, culture, and literature 
with pedagogy courses. The pedagogy course that ac-
companies each language, literature, or culture class 
provides specific, hands-on ways to apply what we 
were learning to the classroom.  I was amazed at the 
expertise and professionalism of the faculty, who are 
selected from around the country and Guanajuato.   
Additionally, participants live with host families which 
for me, personally, was extremely rewarding.  
 The richness of these experiences coupled 
with the life-long friendships I built with colleagues, 
professors and my host family continue to make me a 
better person, educator and advocate for making posi-

tive change.   Since graduating from SLI, I have taken 
on a new role in a different school district. I am the 
lead teacher for a Spanish Immersion program at the 
middle school level and serve as the Department Chair 
for a World Language program that includes Mandarin, 
French and Spanish.  We are the only program of our 
kind in the state of Arizona and I am honored to be in 
a position to make a difference and pave the way for 
effective language instruction.  
 Building on its success, SOU is starting a 
French Language Institute this summer in Angers, 
France.  If the French program turns out to be as amaz-
ing as the Spanish program, I am sure many more 
teachers like me will reap the rewards of studying 
abroad at the graduate level.  
 For more information, visit www.sou.edu/
summerlanguageinstitute or www.sou.edu/summerlan-
guageinstitute/french.
 Note: Sra. Carranza in Guanajuato, Mexico cel-
ebrating her Master’s degree in the summer of 2010!

Sarah Carranza
Sonoran Trails Middle School, Arizona

 Nulu. We’re excited to announce that Nulu is 
completely free for Spanish teachers and students! 
  Nulu combines fresh news, human translation 
and pronunciation, and a contextualized review sys-
tem to effectively and enjoyably complement foreign 
language instruction. The stories we feature are crafted 
specifically for language learning and cover topics 
that are of high interest to students. For beginners to 
advanced learners, we offer engaging and level-appro-
priate content. 
  To log in and check out the program (see 
screenshots below):
 1. Go to www.nululanguages.com;
2. Click the “Login” button on the top right;
3. Use your email address as both the email login and 
password.
  Students can get immediate access by going 
to www.nululanguages.com and simply clicking the 
“Sign Up” button on the top right corner of the page.
  Please feel free to share this offer with your 
colleagues and other Spanish students at your institu-
tion. We’d love to include them!
   Continued on page 20 
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Essentially, the biggest impact result-
ing from my proficiency in a second 
language is the intrinsic value of be-
ing able to more deeply understand not 
just a new set of grammar and other 
language mechanics, but a culture and 
a people. Reading about Germans in a 
textbook doesn’t make you feel as close 
to them as does learning about famous 
German landmarks and other aspects of 
the culture in the native language itself. 
My knowledge of German allowed me 
to help a friend of mine recently; she 
is a German exchange student enrolled 
in the AP Calculus class offered on my campus, and 
she asked me for help on a certain problem. I tried 
explaining it, but she said the explanation was fairly 
unclear to her because it was in English. Going out 
on a limb, I explained it in fairly basic German (the 

extent of my abilities so far) and it 
somehow made sense. She thanked me 
and took home the notes I used to help 
explain. Things like that are what moti-
vate me to keep learning; when you can 
make connections that have the poten-
tial to make a difference. This isn’t just 
limited to languages I am familiar with; 
a general understanding of how various 
languages work on the even the most ba-
sic levels will help you to better under-
stand someone else’s unrefined English. 
That concept can even be applied to the 
bigger picture to benefit to humanity, 

in which learning the cultures of others might reduce 
widespread and ill-formed prejudices. Even just on the 
personal level, being fluent in another language allows 
you the capacity to understand another part of 
  Continues on page 28 

NeaTeachBits
Continued from page 11 
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in these 
three proj-
ects. But 
being ap-
pointed to 
the guest  
 profes-
sorship is 
another 
matter. I 
am sup-
posed to 
publish 
a book 
entitled 

the “Handbook of Japanese Applied Linguistics,” 
one of the eleven handbooks on Japanese linguistics 
to be published in the next several years. I am very 
honored to be selected as the editor of the applied 
linguistics volume, because the main editors of these 
eleven books are all leading scholars in various areas 
of linguistics. NINJAL is involved in this publication 
project, and I was thus appointed a Guest Professor 
there. Feeling that my work has been rewarded, while 
my assigned task is challenging or even daunting, I 
was determined to complete it.
 This summer I also gave two special lectures 
in Kyoto, one at Ryukoku University and the other 
at Kyoto University, my alma mater. First, I gave a 
special lecture entitled “Higher Education in the U.S.” 
to members of the Association of Faculty Councils on 
National Subsidies for Private Universities (Western 
Japan Liaison Council). I focused on three issues, (1) 
skyrocketing state universities’ tuition/fee rates over 
the past ten years, (2) available financial aid programs, 
and (3) faculty affairs and professional development. 
Although the United States and Japan are neighbor-
ing countries across the Pacific, Japanese educators in 
general and professors in particular do not necessarily 
know the U.S. education system, such as the financial 
aid system. While this is not necessarily my exper-
tise, I spent several months on the preparation for 
this presentation, including the creation of a chart for 
tuition/fees by semester from fall 2002 to spring 2012, 
through collaboration with SF State’s officers — spe-

President’s Message
Continued from page 1

cifically those in the Office of International Programs 
and the Bursar’s Office.
 My detailed lecture lasted one and a half hours. 
I started from a basic explanation of financial aid, 
which is funding intended to help students pay educa-
tion expenses including tuition and fees, room and 
board, as well as books and supplies for education at a 
college, university, or private school. I then moved to 
the explanation of how financial aid works: financial 
aid is based on need — the difference between “what 
it costs to attend college (= costs)” and “what you and 
your family can afford to pay toward the cost (= con-
tribution).” I then explained in detail the U.S. federal 
government and U.S. state governments providing 
merit- and need-based student aid including grants, 
work-study, and loans. My special lecture is available 
on YouTube, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ele2N
QOuQI4&feature=plcp.
 Giving a lecture at Kyoto University was a 
memorable event, indeed. My undergraduate advi-
sor and mentor at the Department of Economics, Dr. 
Hiroyuki Yamada, now Professor Emeritus and still 
an authority in the filed of urban economics (an area 
of the economic study that analyzes urban issues) and 
cultural economics (a branch of economics that studies 
the relation of culture to economic outcomes), invited 
me to a symposium as a guest speaker. The title of the 
symposium was Forum 2012. Also, I felt very fortu-
nate to see several friends from my university days for 
the first time in thirty plus years.
 My lecture was entitled “Japanese Language 
and Culture — From the Perspectives of Cross-cultur-
al Psychology, Psycholinguistics, and Sociolinguis-
tics.” While I referred to a variety of sociolinguistic 
phenomena such as historical changes (linguistic 
simplification, convergence, and divergence) in my 
lecture, I emphasized the background of those phe-
nomena from the viewpoints of cultural psychology 
and sociology; that is, the more socialized we become, 
the more we develop a tendency to view the world 
through our own cultural filters. In other words, these 
filters are like lenses that allow us to perceive the 
world in a specific way. As we grow, we add layers to 
these filters, and, by the time we become adults, we   
  Continued on page 23 
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Foreign Language Association of Northern California
Workshop and Conference Program

October 26-27, 2012 
San Francisco State University

FLANC Workshops  
Friday, October 26 

4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
San Francisco State University

Humanities Building

1. Graphic Grammar, by Terri Frongia, Santa 
Rosa Junior College 
2. American Teacher, a documentary film with 
a discussion panel, by actors from the movie and a 
FLANC facilitator 
3. Teaching Foreign Languages through Se-
cured Social Network and Student Response Systems 
by Computers, Smartphones, Tablets, and iPads, by 
Mindy Chiang, Carlmont High School (Belmont, CA) 
and Mingjung Chen of Menlo School (Menlo Park, 
CA)

• Please join us after your workshop for 
   light refreshments. 

FLANC 2012 Conference Program
Saturday, October 27 

San Francisco State University
Humanities Building

Exhibits All Day   8:00 – 3:00
First Interest Session   9:00 - 9:45
1. Saint Mary’s College of California: The Ques-
tion of Motivation, by Fabián Banga, Berkeley City 

College; Jane Dilworth, and 
Maria Grazia De Angelis Nel-
son. 
2. How to Teach Effectively 
with Authentic Print and Me-
dia, by Rachel Connell, Vista 
Higher Learning.  
3. Cuéntame: 286 Spanish 
Conversation Cards—Talking 
up a Storm!, by Cathy Díaz, 
Mt. Madonna School, Cabrillo 
College, Watsonville/Aptos 

Adult Education and Contee Seely, Command Perfor-
mance Language Institute.  
4. Runder Tisch: Deutschprogramme gemeinsam 
stärken!, by Marion Gerlind and Zehra Otus, Gerlind 
Institute for Cultural Studies. 
5. Global Literacy for the 21st Century—Engag-
ing Cultural Learning Practices, by Anna Henry, AFS 
Intercultural Programs USA. 
6. Finding My “Other”: Mask Activity, by 
América Salazar and Rosa Camacho, San Francisco 
State University. 
7. Les variétes de fromage en France et leurs 
histoires, by Bernadette Theisen, Alliance Française, 
Saratoga.

Opening Remarks and Welcome   9:55 - 10:15
Second Interest Session    10:30 - 11:15

1. Pretérito and Imperfecto Multimedia Tutori-
als with Adobe® Captivate®, by Cecilia Barbudo, 
Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center 
(DLIFLC).
2. Selecting Authentic Listening Passages to En-
gage and Challenge, by Gilbert Converset and Raúl 
Cucalón, DLIFLC. 
3. Einfach schreiben! Einfach sprechen!, by 
Christiane Frederickson, Ernst Klett Sprachen.
4. Introducing Guided Role Plays: Discovering 
Authentic Language for Everyday Situations, by Den-
nis Hickman and Korrutai 
Yujaroen, DLIFLC.
5. Collaborative 
Speaking Tasks Using Tech-
nology, by Sun Young Park, 
DLIFLC.
6. Estrategias para 
fomentar la máxima par-
ticipación en la clase de 
español, by Victoria Robin-
son, University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley.
    Continued on Page 16
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7. Dégustation de fromage, by Bernadette 
Theisen, Alliance Française, Saratoga. 

Plenary Lecture   10:30 – 11:45
(in collaboration with the Chinese Language 
Teachers Association of California):

CLTAC – Keynote Speech, by Chengzhi Chu, CLTAC 
President/UC Davis 

Social Responsibility of Language Teachers, by Dr. H. 
Douglas Brown, Professor Emeritus, San Francisco 
State University
 For virtually every language teacher, some of the 
primary driving motives for teaching language are rooted 
in our desire to be “agents for change” in this world – our 
desire to help people to communicate across linguistic, 
national, and cultural boundaries, and the hope that our 
students will use language as a means for peaceful negotia-
tion of differences. These motives imply a level of social 
responsibility on the part of teachers. But the moral im-
peratives that drive our zeal for communication also create 
pedagogical dilemmas that are not always easily resolved. 
The presentation will present the imperatives and dilem-
mas, suggest some resolutions, and leave the audience with 
some challenges for their classroom methodology.
  
Exhibits
 Poster Contest
   Silent Auction    11:15 - 11:45
Luncheon          11:45 - 12:45
CLTAC Committee/Board Meeting    12:30
Third Interest Session        1:00 - 1:45

1. Creating an Interactive 
PowerPoint Game for Lan-
guage Learning, by Sonia 
Estima and Liliane Viviani, 
DLIFLC. 

2. Roma and Sinti: Undo-
ing Myths through Self-
Representation, by Michae-
la Grobbel, Sonoma State 
University. 
         Many students know 
little about Europe’s largest 
minority. They are ‘Gypsies’ 

AND French, Italian, Spanish, German, or Turkish.... 
They are mostly invisible and usually become visible only 
through negative stereotyping. It is our responsibility to 
teach also about ethnic groups that have enriched majority 
cultures. Listening to their voices fosters critical thinking 
and a sense of responsible citizenry. Students are encour-
aged to make connections to situations here and elsewhere 
in the world. Reflecting on the works of Romani painter 
Ceija Stojka, we see how she uses her art to work through 
the history of persecution and to raise awareness that the 
Roma have been part of Austrian culture for hundreds of 
years yet have not been treated as equal citizens. We will 
discuss paintings that represent her life as a traveling 
child, her ordeals in three Nazi concentration camps, and 
her post-45 experiences. The approach to have students 
describe art and thus learn about the history and culture 
of underrepresented groups works at all levels in language 
teaching.

3. Introducing Japanese Literature Using Manga 
“Botchan”, by Kazue Masuyama, California State 
University, Sacramento.

4. Digital Learning Games for Digital Age 
Learners, by Yaniv Oded, DLIFLC.

5. Integrated Cultural Teaching in the Language 
Class through Skits and Videos, by Fransiska Oktopri-
masakti, DLIFLC. 

6. Proper Pronunciation: More Than Just 
“Speaking Well”, by Margarita Orlova and Dennis 
Hickman, DLIFLC.

7. Improving Fluency and Aural Comprehension 
with TPR Storytelling (TPRS) Techniques, by Contee 
Seely, Command Performance Language Institute.

8. In-country Immersion: Using Students’ Per-
spectives to Measure Success, by Deanna Tovar, DLI-
FLC. 

9. Voilà! Creating a Web Portal for Your Lan-
guage Classes, by Terry Frongia, Santa Rosa Junior 
College
 The extraordinary wealth of resources on the 
web for second language acquisition can be exciting but 
bewildering – even intimidating – for students and teach-
ers alike. But creating a free and easy web portal for 
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your classes can help keep both you and your students on 
track and using only the best resources chosen by you, 
the content expert. This session will introduce you to ‘La 
Prof’s Italian Web Portal’ being used at Santa Rosa Ju-
nior College. Session attendees will receive step-by-step 
instructions for creating a custom web portal, as well as a 
brief overview of, and access to, a ‘21st century teaching 
and learning creativity portal’ created by the presenter, Dr. 
Terry Frongia. For all, in English, with examples in Italian. 

CLTAC General Membership Meeting 1:15
Fourth Interest Session       2:00 - 2:45

1. Web-based Portfolios and Assessment, by Tim-
othy Berndt, Robin Berube, Shuhui Berndt, DLIFLC.

2. The growing need for learning Turkish: Cases 
from Higher Education in the USA, by Saadet Ebru 
Ergul, Stanford. 

3. The iGeneration is here: Language Lab tech-
nology addresses its needs, by Marisol Greenwald, 
Americal Systems, Inc.

4. Les trois modes de communication, by Anne 
Jensen, Gunn High School, Palo Alto. 

5. Language and Identity: Comparing Korean-
American and Hispanic-American Youth Experiences, 
by Kara Mac Donald, DLIFLC.

6. Language and Culture: From a Sociolinguistic 
Viewpoint, by Masahiko Minami, San Francisco State 
University/National Institute for Japanese Language 
and Linguistics.

7. Making the Most of Web 2.0 Tools, by Ilknur 
Oded, DLIFLC. 

8. Teaching Reading and Writing in a Foreign 
Language Classroom, by Vesna Rodic, University of 
California, Berkeley. 

9. Another Kind of Listening Strategy that 
Works!, by Jaleh Shajari, DLIFLC. 

CLTAC Session 1 

Chair: Wen-Chao Li, San Francisco State University

Talk Back on “Social Responsibility of Language 
Teachers”, by  Dr. H. Douglas Brown, Professor 
Emeritus, San Francisco State University

CLTAC Session 2 
Chair: Zhiqiang Li, University of San Francisco 

Supportive and Collaborative Scaffolding in Task-
Based Language Learning, by Meiling Yan, DLI 

Shu-Chuan (Bella) Chen University of California, 
Santa Bárbara

AAT Meetings     3:00 - 3:45 

CLTAC Session 3 
Chair: Xiaolin Chang, Lowell High School 

Seeking Intercultural Components in L2 Chinese 
Teaching Textbooks, by Lingxia Jin, DLI

Task Planning and Its Influence on Students’ Perfor-
mance in Chinese Task-Based Language Teaching, by 
Shan Xiang, UCDavis

CLTAC Session 4 
Chair: Stella Kwoh, UC Berkeley & Berkeley Startalk 
Teacher Program

by Ye Li, Coker College

Learners’ Errors: What Do They Inform Teachers of?, 
by Weijiang Zhang, DLI

AATF: Activités pour la
    classe
AATG
ATTSP: ¡Actividades!
NCJTA

Reception,        
Raffle, 
& 
Friends          3:45

Fall 2012 Conference Program
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Alfred F. Alberico

Jacquie Anderson

Marie Louise Ardini
Joanne Argyres

Alice Barholomew
Lorraine Bassadonne

Mary Ann Brewster

José S. Cerrudo
Cloudman Yun Han 
Chou

Yole Correa-Zoli

Janice Costella

Betty Crenshaw
Edith Fries Croft
Jonaca Discoll

Cynthia A. Earl

Kathy Failing

Yvette Fallandy
Dwaine A. Fields

José A. Flores

Karuko Geis
Mabel M. Goodale
Susan Harvey

Marylou Herrera

Yvette Hong Yang

María J. Huber

FLANC Salutes its 
Retired Members!

Send FLANC your 
Retired Dues 

to be included above. 
If your name is not here, send your 

Retired Membership dues

News From the Poster Front
 
 At our FLANC Confere 
FLANC 2011, our theme was “Tweet 
in Two Languages” 
 As always our poster contest 
entrants showed great talent and orig-
inality with the theme “Tweet in Two 
Languages.” The posters graced the walls of the foyer 
of Berkeley City College where our FLANC members 
could gaze on them while nibbling on breakfast treats.  
 We hope to see many more entrants next year inspired 
by our 2012 theme: “Languages are the Golden Gate 
to Culture”. Remember FLANC gives $50.00 prizes 
and one Judges’ Grand Prize of $100.00.
 This year’s winners are from Albany High 
School, Albany (teacher Pamela Lim-McAlister) and 
Lowell High of San Francisco (teacher, Naomi Oka-
da).
 We are most appreciative of the time that 
Pamela Lim McAlister and Naomi Okada gave their 
students to work on these colorful posters, giving 
FLANC members the pleasure of seeing some great 
artwork. We hope more teachers will motivate their 
students to show their artistic as well as linguistic side.  

Marilyn M. Imes
Lynn Kennedy

Cheryl Kuhlman 

Dorothy Lee
Rose Leonardini
Flavia R. Lorega

Helga Marshall 
Virginia Murillo

Diane Musgrave
Michael J. Mouat

Maurice A. O’Meara

Susan Petit
Earl F. Pimentel

John R. Petrovsky

Julian F. Randolph
Walter Rex

Livia Rosman 
Carmen Scholis
Carol L. Sparks

Pierrette Spetz  
Sandra Sung
Carol Trapp

Kathleen Trenchard
Joyce Weiss

Cynthia Won
Haruko Yagi

Catherine Yen

Our Poster Queen hard at work!
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        POSTER CONTEST - 2012
Theme   Languages are the Golden Gate 
   to Culture        
When   2012 FLANC  Fall Conference -- October 26-27, 2012
Where   San Francisco State University 
Eligibility  Language students whose sponsoring teacher  
   is a member of FLANC
Prizes   Certificates and $25 Cash awards 
Size   18” x 24” (no exceptions)

General Instructions 
 The number of posters is limited to 7 (seven) per school. Print on the back of the poster the  
 student’s name, language, level, school, and the teacher’s name. Posters must be submit-  
 ted to the Registration Table by 9:00 a.m.
 FLANC reserves the right to reproduce any posters.

Winning Categories 
 • Most colorful  • Most relevant to the theme 
 • Most amusing idea  • Best graphic design
 • Most original idea  • Elementary School  • Grand Prize

Questions?  Please call Liz Barthe at 650.343.3631, ext 3631 or at lizbarthe@hotmail.com

        Winners of FLANC’S 2011 
Poster Contest Theme 

Tweet in Two Languages

Seiji Van Bronkhurst, 
        Lowell High School
  “Most Relevant to the Theme”

Jenny Lu and Debbie Lum, Lowell High School   
 “Most Amusing”

Tina Pang and Angel Liang, Lowell High School   
 “Best Graphic Technique”

Rose Dodgen and Dylan Westover, Lowell School   
 “Most Original Idea”

Megan Tsai and Anna Huang, Lowell High School   
 “Most Colorful” 

Grand Prize Winners 
 Megan Tsai and Anna Huang, 
  Lowell High School
    received $100.00.
  Liz Barthe 

Poster Contest Chair

Languages are 
the 

Golden Gate 
to Culture
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News from the Language Fronts
      Continúa de la página 12

when he passed the canyon, I 
decided to hide behind a mesquite 
in the arroyo that came down from 
the sierra.
      First he strung up his ham-
mock and started takin’ a siesta, but 
then he got out his lariat and tried 
lassoin’ a litte manzanita.  Then, 
with his sombrero on, he tied on 
his chaps and threw his serape over 

his shoulders, 
and leaned 
up against a 
little adobe 
wall.   He 
was tryin’ out 
for the rodeo, 
pretendin’ to 
be in the cor-
ral cinchin’ 
up the saddle 
on his palo-
mino.   He 
mosied on 
over to the 
critter like he 

had all the savy in the world.
      Meanwhile he was thinkin’ 
about how back at the hacienda on 
the patio they’d be cookin’ up a 
barbeque, creole style, with ba-
nanas, avocados, vanilla ice cream, 
guacamole, and with drinks like 
sherry, soda, sassafras, and tequila.  
He got so danged hungry he took 
out a piece of jerky, bit in, leaped 
on his mustang and spurred it as if 
it were in a stampede.  

Figura textil representa árbol...cinto mapuche llamado ‘ñimintrarüwe’ (‘temu,’ árbol ‘Temu divaricatum’).

 The desperado took off like 
a bandido bein’ chased by vigilan-
tes.   I guess that wrangler figgered 
he’d head back to the fiesta at the 
cantina.  He high tailed it out of 
there, speedin’ so fast back to the 
plaza, that I all but lost sight of that 
gringo; he jest looked like a speck 
of a mosquito off on the horizon.
    You can find it at www.
zermeno.com/Ingleshispano.html.

jfzc&Hal Reynolds
16/I/80&1/VI/82
Chabot College

      
 Spanish Studies Abroad 
is pleased to offer study abroad 
programming to Barcelona, Spain! 
They are now accepting applica-
tions for Spring 2013 in Barcelona
from January 4, 2013 to April 12, 
2013, for $12,500, with an applica-
tion Deadline of November 1, 2012
 While studying with Span-
ish Studies Abroad students will be 
enrolled in the Universitat Pompeu 
Fabra (UPF). Centrally located in 
the heart of Barcelona, UPF is a 
modern day university with a fan-
tastic array of courses in English, 
Spanish and Catalan. Semester and 
Summer program options available.
 A little of what Spanish 
Studies Abroad has to offer: U.S. 
compatible curriculum and a wide 
variety of courses available, Guid-
ed direct enrollment at UPF, 
Guidance in synthesizing the im-

Please don’t hesitate to contact us 
with any questions or comments 
you may have at info@nululan-
guages.com or call us at (800)-376-
4049 (Option 1). 
 We look forward to hearing 
from you, thanks and Happy Nulu-
ing!

The Nulu Team

     ¿Cuántas palabras 
hispanas hay en esta historia de 
vaqueros? I present this exercise 
to my advanced students, so that 
they can see that Spanish has a 
presence in English, besides taco, 
quesadilla¡ and Tecate.
      Just see that hombre on his 
bronco headin’ past the presidio 
on his way to California.  The last 
time I seen him was in Colorado 
on a burro as they was takin’ him 
to the calaboose.  The guy was 
loco and had been showin’ off for 
some senoritas, playing his guitar 
and dancin’ a fandango, tryin’ to 
cover up that he was just a peon 
and a bracero by braggin’ about 
finding a bonanza that he called his 
El Dorado.
      Now that that coyote was 
out of the hoozgow and looked 
like he was about to vamoose on 
over to the rancho, I thought we 
could palaver for a while.  So when 
he headed out to the chaparral I 
followed him on my pinto.   The 
buckaroo crossed the mesa and 
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mersion experience, Speaking Partner exchanges with 
local students, Modern university facilities with full 
access, including clubs, organization, and events,
Day and overnight study trips and excursions, Home-
stays and Meals included, On-site Resident Director 
and support staff, who is available for medical visits
Courses taught in English, Spanish, and Catalan by 
UPF Staff. 
  For more information on our Barcelona pro-
gramming, please visit www.spanishstudies.org/barce-
lona.

  Esperanto

 Because it is a man-made and not a national 
language, one may doubt the usefulness of Esperanto.
However, if you compare it to national languages with 
the same number of speakers (over 2 million, the same 
as Lithuanian, Latvian, Slovenian, or Tongan), the na-
tional languages mentioned are considerably less use-
ful than Esperanto because their speakers are generally 
concentrated in only one geographical region. Com-
pare this to Esperanto, which boasts small numbers 
of speakers spread throughout the entire world. The 
fact that you can find speakers of a language in a large 
number of different countries would make Esperanto 
appear more useful than it appears at first glance. 
 Also, Esperanto has been proposed by some 
(though not all agree) computer linguists to be used to 
program and interact with a computer on the grounds 
that it would be easier to teach a man-made language 
to a man-made computer than to teach it an irregular, 
exclusionary national language. 
 From http://how-to-learn-any-language.com/e/
languages/esperanto.html.

   Français

 At ‘theworldspeaksfrench.org’ they have 
the following statement: ‘Learning French opens the 
doors to dozens of countries and cultures and mil-
lions of French-speakers. Across the globe there are 
55 French-speaking countries, each offering a unique 
travel, study abroad or pen pal experience. On the 
Internet, French is the third most common language, 

providing a wealth of information, networking and 
learning opportunities. Visit theworldspeaksfrench.org, 

the French language initia-
tive, to learn more about the 
benefits of French language 
education. 

 
            “Bonjour! My 
name is Michelle Brown; 
I am one of the Embassy 
Speakers here in Paris; I 
am also working on a new 
social networking site for the 
American Embassy which 
may be of interest to you or 

your classes:
http://francoamericanedex.ning.com.
 The site is called The Franco-American Edu-
cational Exchange Network; its purpose is to help 
French and American teachers meet, connect, and 
exchange with one another.  There are many differ-
ent levels of exchange possible between the classes 
– from simple emails or postcards, to more advanced 
methods like video conferences and chats.  There are 
also groups on the site devoted to helping classrooms 
develop travel 
exchanges, and 
there are links to 
the Fulbright pro-
gram, Teachers in 
Training pro-
gram, and more – 
for those teachers 
who would like 
to study or work 
abroad.
 The site 
is free to join 
and use, and is 
open to open to 
all French and 
American teach-
ers of middle
school/college, 
   Suite page 24
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ClAssiFied Ads

Travel

GUATEMALA: SPANISH IMMERSION for 
teachers and high school groups. BCLAD
test preparation. Homestay.  casaxelaju.com

  ParTiciPaTe

Are you interested in working with language 
teachers promoting language study here in 
California? Contact the Newsletter Editor to-
day! You can also join us at our meetings, and 
part of one our committees. Better yet, write 
something for our Newsletter. I promise that 

your first task will not be a 
difficult one!

        cuernavaca

CuernavacaForum.Com  is 
sending you this message
to let you know about their 
site, cuernavacaGuide.Com.

Hope you enjoy the site!

ads?
Would you like to place a Classified Ad? Do 
it today! Two lines for $10 or 3 lines for $15. 
Send it to the Editor. ¡Gracias mil!

Cultural Lexical Gems
                          compiled by fz

Small misteries of life.

  Is it good if a vacuum really sucks?

      Why is the third hand on the watch called 
the second hand?

    If a word is misspelledIn the dictionary, 
how would we ever know?

   If Webster wrote the first dictionary, where 
did he find the words?

   Why do we say something is out of whack? 
What is a whack?

 Why does “slow down” and “slow up” 
mean the same thing?

 Why does “fat chance” and “slim chance”? 
Mean the same thing?

 Why do “tug” boats push their barges?

 Why do we sing “Take me out to the ball 
game” when we are already there?

 Why are they called “stands” when they 
are made for sitting?

www.fla-nc.org

As you contact, call, 
visit, and/or shop with 
the various businesses 

advertised in the 
FLANC Newsletter, 

please mention seeing 
their ad in this 

Newsletter.
¡Gracias mil!
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President’s Message
Continued from page 14

share similar filters with others in the society/
culture we live. In this way, cognition, socializa-
tion, and the language style we choose have close 
relationships with one another through culture as a 
medium.
 But what was most impressive at the Forum 
is that Dr. Yamada, at age eighty, is still active in 
organizing seminars like this one as well as con-
ducting research. His article entitled “Urban Trans-
portation Problem in Contem-
porary Japan” appeared in the 
Kyoto University Economic 
Review in 1968. He wrote this 
article when he was a young 
assistant professor. Since 
then, he has been considered 
one of the most accomplished 
scholars in his filed, and 
continued to search for new 
topics piquing his interest. 
For the past several years, he 
has conducted research on 
the economical and cultural 
effect of local festivals from 
the perspective of social 
capital, the central premise of 
which is that social networks 
have value. More specifically, 
social capital refers to the 
collective value of social networks and the inclina-
tions that arise from these networks to do things for 
each other. My educational background is this type 
of economics, but my incipient scholarly interests 
did not exactly coincide with Dr. Yamada’s. In a 
sense, I might have deviated or even digressed 
from it, but Dr. Yamada’s continued energetic atti-
tude as a researcher greatly stimulated me. He even 
epitomized my conception of what a researcher and 
educator should be.
 My involvement in conferences continues 
in this way. In March this year, as a matter of fact, 
I directed the 2012 American Association of Teach-
ers of Japanese (AATJ) Annual Spring Confer-
ence in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. The conference, 
which was the first to be held under the auspices of 
the newly renamed AATJ, was held in conjunction 

with the 2012 Annual Meeting of the Association for 
Asian Studies (AAS). To celebrate establishing the 
new organization, we invited Dr. Jim Cummins of 
the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE) 
of the University of Toronto, an eminent scholar in 
the areas of language learning, bilingual education, 
educational reform, and technological innovation for 
education. He delivered the keynote lecture entitled 
“Language Learning and Language Maintenance in 

a Multilingual World,” and we 
enjoyed listening to Dr. Cum-
mins’s linking theory, research, 
and practice (both oral lan-
guage and literacy skills devel-
opment) as a means of contrib-
uting to the improvement of 
educational practice.
 Finally, I was reelected 
FLANC President in early 
summer. The efforts of the 
members of an organization 
are what make it strong, and 
as president I look forward to 
working with the superlative 
contributions that this member-
ship has to offer. I am deter-
mined to continue to devote my 
efforts towards fostering col-
laborative efforts between the 

Council and the general membership in order to cre-
ate opportunities for FLANC to engage actively in 
intellectual exchange and discussion, and to promote 
studies aimed at increasing the scope of knowledge 
among persons interested in foreign languages and 
cultures. One way to gauge the quality of a profes-
sional organization is by the papers presented at its 
annual meeting, and I am also ready to collaborate 
with the Council members in order to make our an-
nual Fall Workshops and Conference (which will be 
held on October 26 and 27 at SF State University in 
collaboration with the Chinese Language Teachers 
Association of California [CLTAC]) successful.

Your FLANC President,
Masahiko Minami, 

San Francisco State University, NINJAL
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A 
Shout 
about 
Our 

Silent Auction!

 Every fall conference, FLANC has a silent 
auction table near the registration tables. Each year 
we find a new home for culturally exciting materi-
als with the succesful bidders. This is probably 
due to the limited scope of the silent auction. But, 

wouldn’t it be better to have a larger 
silent auction?
In the years when I led a student group 
for immersion Spanish studies in Oax-
aca, Mexico, I was able to bring back a 
couple dozen objects, such as alebrijes 
and pottery. Now that I am retired, 
those opportunities are on hiatus. So, 
for the silent auction to grow, FLANC 
requests that members seriously con-
sider donating unused cultural items 
that can be used to teach or to decorate 

your classroom. Often, the auction items are just 
great to have at home. After retiring, I quickly gave 
away many teaching aids to colleagues, and I gave 
many to FLANC for the silent auction. 
If you are ready to donate items, you can just bring 
them to the conference, and we’ll add them to the 
table. If you wish, we can give you a receipt with 
our tax number. This is great if your donation war-
rants a tax deduction. If brining the items to the 
conference is inconvenient, then send an email to 
edwardstering@yahoo.com, and we’ll work out 
something that works for you.
The silent auction has been raising between one 
hundred and two hundred dollars each year. This 
money goes directly into paying for conference ex-
penses. This helps FLANC to keep the registration 
fee as low as possible. Please donate, and, espe-
cially, please visit the silent auction table when you 
attend the conference. Your participation is appreci-
ated. ¡Viva la subasta muda! 

 Ed Stering 
Silent Auction King
estering@ccsf.edu 

News from the Language 
Fronts

              Suite de la page 21

high school/ lycée, and university/ université.
  I hope this site could be of use to some of 
your members; if you have any questions or con-
cerns, do not hesitate to contact me at lys.tigre@
gmail.com or on the site itself.

Regards, Michelle Brown
  PS.  If you know of  French or American 
teachers who would have an interest in the site, feel 
free to pass this letter.

 The French Traveler • Qui dit qu’il n’y a 
rien à faire à Paris en août?
 Observation des étoiles filantes, cinéma et 
concerts en plein air ou les magasins au vert...Prenez 
l’air!
  Regarder les étoiles. Jusqu’à dimanche, le 
ciel sera particulièrement propice à l’observation de 
pluies d’étoiles filante (les Perséides). Malgré les 
lumières de la ville, plusieurs spots vous accueillent 
dans la capitale et en proche banlieue, pour avoir 
une vue optimale sur la Voie Lactée. Si vous aimez 
l’astronomie, ne manquez pas la journée spéciale 
de la Cité des Sciences, qui organise de nombreuses 
animations sur le thème de la planète de Mars. Au 
programme: observations, ateliers, conférences...
Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie, 30, Avenue 
Corentin Cariou (XIXe). 
 Se faire une toile en plein air. Derniere fin de 
semaine du festival Cinéma au clair de lune du Fo-
rum des Images, qui se promène dans Paris pour pro-
jeter des films ayant la capitale pour décor. Direction 
la Pelouse de Reuilly (XIIe), pour Ridicule de Patrice 
Leconte (1996). Dimanche, clôture des festivités en 
chansons, sur l’esplanade des Invalides (VIIe), avec 
le chef d’œuvre de Jacques Demy, Les Demoiselles 
de Rochefort.
 Si vous êtes un inconditionnel des métamor-
phoses, dirigez vous plutôt vers le festival du cinéma 
en plein air de la Villette, qui diffuse sur la prairie du 
Cercle, la comédie Potiche de François Ozon, sa-
medi, et le classique Portrait d’une enfant déchue de 
Jerry Schatzberg (1970). 
 Visites au vert. Dans le cadre de sa «Grande 
Prairie» - le loft aménagé avec pelouse, transats, 
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hamacs et bassins à nénuphars, où lire, écouter des 
concerts, voire des films, boire un verre, se faire 
masser ou tirer le portrait -, la Bellevilloise organise 
samedi après-midi un vide-dressing. Pour tous ceux 
qui n’ont pas eu le temps de faire les soldes, venez 
dégoter vêtements, chaussures et accessoires à petits 
prix!
 Écouter des concerts. Pour profiter de con-
certs gratuits en plein air, rendez-vous dans le nord-
est de Paris! Le festival Scènes d’été de la Villette 
vous emmène au Maroc, en collaboration avec le 
Festival Gnaoua et musiques du monde d’Essaouira: 
déambulations de musiciens Gnaoui (15h) et con-
certs.
 Autre possibilité, les concerts des musiciens 
du métro sur la Rotonde Stalingrad (XIXe), de 
17h45 à 20h15, dans le cadre de Paris Plages. Betty 
Seymour (Folk, Pop créole) Chérif M’Baw (Swing 
sénégalais) seront sur scène. 

News from the Language Fronts
   Continued from previous page 

 Top reasons to learn français.
• Be understood in 55 countries across five conti-
nents and by over 200 million people.
• French is the third most common language on the 
Internet. 
• Connect with pen pals, visit foreign websites and 
find student exchange opportunities.
• Get a head start on learning other Romance lan-
guages: Spanish, Italian, Portuguese et Romanian.
• French is a melodious and romantic language with 
a relatively quick learning curve.
• Develop critical, creative thinking and problem 
solving skills. 
• French also provides the base for more than 50% 
of the modern English vocabulary, which improves 
performance on standardized tests, in schools, and in 
daily life.
       Suite page 26

An Interest Session at 
2011’s Conference.
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                    Continued from page 25

pic Committee, the European 
Union, the International Red 
Cross and much more!
• My wife is French, so I keep 
getting better at it!         

   

 Italiano
  Ciao a tutti. I’m glad to in-
form you that the following Italian 
classes will be offered very soon:
  1. Italian I -UC Berkeley 
extension, Monday, Septem-
ber 10-monday, December 17 at 
6.30pm-9.30pm at Belmont Center 
on 1301 Shoreway Road, Belmont 
(credit/no credit).
 2. Conversational Italian 
I  - College of San Mateo, Tuesday, 

September  14-tuesday, 
October 16 at 7.00pm-9.pm 
at College of San Mateo, 
offered by community edu-
cation (no credit).
  3. Conversational 
Italian II  - College of San 
Mateo, Tuesday, October 
23- Tuesday, December 4 at 
7.00pm-9.00pm at College 
of San Mateo, offered by 
community education  (no 
credit).
  4. Conversational 
Italian I – San Mateo Adult  
School, Thursday, august 
30- Thursday, October 18 
at 6.30pm-8.30pm at San 
Mateo Adult School, San 
Mateo (no credit).
  5. Conversational 
Italian III – San Mateo 
Adult School, Thursday, 

October 25-thursday, December 
20 at 6.30pm-8.30pm at San Ma-
teo Adult Achool, San Mateo (no 
credit).
  For more details, contact 
professor Tiziana Balestra at t_bal-
estra@yahoo.com or 650-868-
4161.
  Ciao e a presto!
P.s. feel free to forward this email 
to all people who would love to 
study Italian in a fun and profes-
sional environment! Grazie!
 Tiziana Balestra

 Japanese
 39th Annual Japanese 
Speech Contest. The Japanese 
American Association of North-
ern California (Hokka Nichi Bei 
Kai) and the Consulate General of 
Japan in San Francisco, as a part 
of their activities to encourage the 
learning and use of the Japanese 
language, are announcing the 39th 
Annual Japanese Speech Contest 

• Open the doors to art, music, 
fashion, food, architecture and 
literature.
• Discover a new appreciation for 
other cultures in countries that 
speak French like: France, Canada, 
Belgium, Switzerland, Monaco and 
many African nations.
• Use French to study in Franco-
phone countries.
• Promote language diversity 
throughout the world.
• Be more competitive in the na-
tional and international
  job market in disciplines like 
business, medicine, aviation, law, 
transportation technologies, global/ 
international distribution and 
luxury goods.
• French is the official work-
ing language of the UN, NATO, 
UNESCO, the International Olym-
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for Sunday, November 4, 2012, at San Francisco State 
University, 1600 Holloway, San Francisco, Humani-
ties Building 1F, Humanities Auditorium Room#133.
For further information, please contact Hokka Nichi 
Bei Kai office (415) 921-1782, Fax (415) 931-1826, or 
Ms. Takako Ueda (209) 521-5782.
 

 Português

 Portuguese ( português or 
língua portuguesa) is a Romance 
language. It is the official language 

of Portugal, Brazil, Mozambique, Angola, Cape Verde, 
Guinea-Bissau, and São Tomé and Príncipe. Portu-
guese has co-official status (alongside the indigenous 
language) in Macau, East Timor in South East Asia 
and in Equatorial Guinea in Central Africa. Portuguese 
speakers are also found in Goa, Daman and Diu in 
India.

News from the Language Fronts
                   

FLANC’s Green Team

Please - remember, reduce, reuse, recycle, 
renew, refresh, recover, restore, respect, 
refuse, reintegrate, rethink, revitalize, 
replant, replanet, regreen, refurbish, re-
grow, retree, recreate, rehabilitate, root.
Corporate Express (www.
eway.com) recycles our used 
toner and ink cartridges, 
by reusing the plastic, steel, 
aluminum, and rubber in 
them in order to conserve 
these materials thus reducing 
waste as 97% of the cartridge 
components are diverted from 
landfills  (8 cartridges are 
thrown away each second 
in the USA),and saving us 
energy since one refurbished 
laser cartridge conserves 
about 1/2 gallon of oil.

 With a total of 236 million speakers, Portu-
guese is the 6th most spoken language in the world, 
the 3rd most spoken language in the western hemi-
sphere, and the most spoken language in the southern 
hemisphere.
 Spanish author Miguel de Cervantes once 
called Portuguese “the sweet language” and Spanish 
playwright Lope de Vega referred to it as “sweet”, 
while the Brazilian writer Olavo Bilac poetically 
described it as ‘a última flor do Lácio, inculta e bela’ 
(the last flower of Latium, wild and beautiful). Portu-
guese is also termed “the language of Camões”, after 
one of Portugal’s greatest literary figures, Luís Vaz de 
Camões.
 In March 2006, the Museum of the Portuguese 
Language, an interactive museum about the Portu-
guese language, was founded in São Paulo, Brazil, the 
city with the greatest number of Portuguese-language 
speakers in the world. From Wikipedia.

Editor’s Note: Any tidbits of interest to our colleagues 
teaching World Languages? Send them over to me. 

The philosophy that I share with my colleagues at 
Chabot College is “No education is complete without 
an individual becoming proficienbt in more than one 
language.” 
Remember:    
      ‘Monolingualism is a curable disease.’   
   Teach on!

Chabot College, were World Languages are key!
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humanity that perhaps not everyone else does. It 
makes you well-rounded in a unique way, and simul-
taneously allows you to be identify 
with another, large group of people. 
From my viewpoint, people who 
wish to discover nothing new, and 
just sit in their own realm of famil-
iarity with no desire to see how else 
the world may be are lazy. Devoting 
at least some aspect of your life to 
understand and appreciate others is 
almost a moral duty, and learning a 
new and unfamiliar language is an 
exemplary method of going about 
that. It requires patience and practice, 
and exercises the necessary traits and 
skills to pursuing other similar disc-
plines, like music or athletics. In that 
sense, my continued instruction in 
German will give me more insight to  to the cultures 

NeaTeachBits
Continued from page 13

A 2011 winning poster

of German speaking countries, and even allow me to 
grasp more self-awareness. 

Gavin Muir Tranter
Livermore, 
California

 “VERB It! A Back-to-School 
Essential Spanish students from ¡middle 
school through senior high don’t notice 
they’re practicing those complex verbs 
as they race around the game board 
forming verbs, earning pesos, challeng-
ing their rivals, and answering trivia 
questions.
 Fast-paced and fun. Verb It has 
three decks of verb cards geared to three 
skill levels. For example:
• Beginners: ella/comer/presente  
(Ella) come. She eats. 
• Intermediate:  Uds./decir/preté-
rito  (Uds.) dijeron. You all said.

• Advanced: Nosotros/poner/pluscuamperfecto  
(Nosotros) habíamos 
puesto. We had put.                                  
 Teacher-Friend-
ly, the Verb cards are 
marked according 
to tense, allowing 
teachers to select 
those tenses that need 
reinforcing or review-
ing.
 Check out vari-
ous ways to use Verb 
It in the classroom at 
www.verbitgame.com/
thegame/teachers.
php. 

Editor’s Note: The 
minute you come 
up with some good 
ideas for our class-
room, please send 
them over. Much 
thanks!    
              

  Teach on!
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Foreign Language Association of 
Northern California

 

Alexandra C. Wallace Essay Contest
Topic: What impact does knowing a second language and culture have in your future? 

  First Prize: $500.00 Second Prize: $300.00 
Instructions: 
 ·  Address the topic thoroughly in English (Give your essay a title) 
 ·  300 words minimum, 500 words maximum 
 ·  Typed and double spaced in a doc file 
Eligibility: 
 ·   High school junior or senior 
 ·   Three continuous years of high school same language study (current course work counts) 
Application: 
 ·   One letter of recommendation from your teacher, who must be a member of  FLANC; teacher   
     sends the letter by email to wenwrueb@gmail.com 
 ·   Submit your essay with a cover letter by April 1, 2013; attach these as doc files to 
     an email to wenwrueb@gmail.com 
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FLANC
Fall 2012 Conference Registration Form

Workshops, Friday, October26, 2012
San Francisco State University

Conference Sessions, Saturday, October 27, 2012 
San Francisco State University

First Name: _________________________  Last Name: ____________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________
City, State, ZIP: __________________________________________
E-mail address: ____________________________ Phone: (___)____________

Institution:   ____________________________________

Languages Taught: ____________________________________

Position:   ____________________________________

Please indicate whether you prefer an on line copy or a print copy of Connections, the journal fo FLANC.
_______on line or _______print copy
 

Pre-registration Fees (Pre Reg Deadline - October 12)
 Fri. Workshop Only Sat. Conf. Only Fri. Workshop & Sat. Conf.
Member    p $30    p $45    p $60
Non-Member    p $40    p $65    p $80
Student    p $10    p $15    p $25

On-site Registration Fees
 Fri. Workshop Only Sat. Conf. Only Fri. Workshop & Sat. Conf.
Member    p $50    p $65    p   $80
Non-Member    p $60    p $85    p $100
Student    p $20    p $25    p   $45

* Please note that October 12, registration will be on-site only.
Friday Workshop (Choose 1):

   p #1 - Graphic Grammar   p #2 - American Teacher p #3 - Teaching w/ Social Media  

Saturday Luncheon:    p Vegetarian p Chicken       p $15
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FLANC Membership Dues
If you are not a current FLANC member, but wish to become a member, check below:

   p Individual ($35)    p Retired ($25)    p Student ($10)  $______
     Grand Total Enclosed: 
 $______

Please make checks payable to FLANC and send to:
Elisabeth Zermeño, FLANC

P.O. Box 92, Mt. Eden, CA 94557

Foreign Language Association
of Northern California
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Ilia Salomone-Smith
Nancy C. McLaren Salsig

Fabián G. Samaniego
Paul A. Schwarzbart

Alvina R. Sheeley
Michèle G. Shockey

Michelle Sikora
Yvonne M. Steffen
Edward L. Stering
Hisako Takahashi

Yolanda Thompson
Sara Trélaün 

Chris Wallace
Christina S. T. Wu Yee

J. Francisco Zermeño C.
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     This page 
is in honor of a 
FLANC long-
time member and 
our indefatigable  
Treasurer, Nor-
man “Norm” 
Litz. In this page, 
my council col-
leagues and I will 
gather, present 

and offer to you, information about scholarships 
and grants. Why? Well, Norm was  our money man, 
keeping FLANC afloat and always concerned about 
our finances. 
 As a teacher, you are also concerned about 
these matters, and will appreciate some of these 
grants, awards, and scholarship opportunities, which 
will be presented to you, in honor of Norm. 
 To further honor the memory of  Norman 
Litz, FLANC will make a $500 donation to the 
World Language Department of the university where 
the Fall Conferences are held. The scholarship will 
then be given to a World Language student at that 
university who intends to teach in the future. 
 

 Grant opportunities for teachers

 I found these over at SWCOLT. Please con-
tact them at www.swcolt.org for more information. 

 For Teachers of German, the Goethe-Institut 
Scholarship is for German language teachers to at-
tend teacher-training seminars and language courses 
in Germany that last from one to four weeks.  The 
scholarship includes tuition, lodging, and some 
meals.  Transportation expenses are not included.  At 
www.goethe.de/ins/us/saf/enindex.htm. 

 For Teachers of French, the Académie des 
langues de Trois-Pistoles Scholarship offers work-
shops in French Proficiency, French Language 
Pedagogy and Socio-Cultural activities in a 100% 
Francophone environment. The Scholarship includes 
a home stay with meals and accommodations, in 
beautiful Trois-Pistoles, Québec, on the south shore 

of the Saint Lawrence River in a setting that is an 
ecological paradise like no other!  At www.langues-
trois-pistoles.com. 
   

 For Teachers of Spanish:   The Centro Mun-
doLengua Scholarship offers a wonderful opportu-
nity for a Spanish AP Teacher to participate in Centro 
MundoLengua’s AP Summer Institute for Teachers 
in Seville, Spain.  The scholarship includes tuition, 
room and board with a Spanish family (an individual 
room), course materials, completion certificate, 
cultural activities in Seville, and a welcome break-
fast and farewell dinner.  The scholarship does not 
include airfare, personal spending money or the ad-
ditional fee necessary to obtain graduate university 
credits.  At:  www.centromundolengua.com.   

 Universidad Internacional-The Center for 
Linguistic Multicultural Studies Scholarship offers a 
two-week opportunity to study language and culture 
in Cuernavaca, México.  The scholarship includes 
registration and course work. Transportation and 
lodging expenses are not included.  At www.uninter.
edu.mx. 

 The Cemanáhauc Educational Community 
Scholarship offers Spanish language classes and 
intensive study of the arts and history of Mexico in 
an atmosphere of total immersion in the language 
and culture in colonial Cuernavaca, México.  It is 
designed for a K-16 Spanish teacher who has not had 
previous opportunities to travel to Latin America, 
and who needs an opportunity to increase his/her oral 
fluency.  It  includes two-weeks of study, a home stay 
with a Mexican family, and one field study excur-
sion.   Transportation expenses are not included. At 
www.cemanahuac.com.   

 Of course, you can also visit FLANC’s 
website at www.fla-nc.org, for more information on 
our two awards: the Cecilia Ross Memorial Grant, 
and the Gisèle Hart Award. Too, do drop by CLTA’s 
and SWCOLT’s websites for more information about 
their awards, and links to others. Let us know if 
you run into any other scholarship opportunities for 
teachers. There’s money out there, folks. Teach on! 

The “Norm Litz” Page
Compiled by fz
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 FLANC Membership Dues For 2012-2013 

Individual FLANC.................................................... $ 35.00 _____     
Retired......................................................................... 25.00  _____       
Student/Student Teacher (Circle one)......................... 20.00  _____
Life Membership (1 payment)..................................  450.00 _____
FLANC Scholarship Fund Contribution...........................$   _____    
Cecilia Ross Memorial Grant Donation............................$  _____
FLANC individual and CLTA Statewide Dues .........$ 85.00 _____ (combined)
FLANC and CLTA Retired........................................$ 75.00 _____ (combined)

              TOTAL ENCLOSED      $ _______

Please make checks payable  to FLANC (NOT CLTA), complete form and mail 
to:

JFrancisco ZermeñoC      For more info: 1.510.732.2746
FLANC      fax 1.510.732.6624

P.O.Box 92       machetez@sbcglobal.net
Mt. Eden, CA 94557-0092    www.fla-nc.org

First Name(s) _______________________________   Last Name______________________                       
Home Address ______________________________________________
City, State, Zip ______________________________________________    
  Please provide your 9 digit zip code on all addresses, for faster mailings.
Home Telephone ( ____ ) ________ home e-mail address ___________________ 

School Name _______________________________________________
School Address _____________________________________________
City, State, Zip______________________________________________ 

Language(s) you (can) teach _____________________________________________

FLANC Affiliate Language Group 
 (If you are a current member of one or more of  the following, please check) 

❏ Arabic  ❏ AATF (French)      ❏ AATG (German)       

❏ AATI (Italian)   ❏ AATSEEL (Slavic and East European)           

❏ AATSP (Spanish and Portuguese)    ❏ CCA (Latin and Greek)      

❏ CLTAC (Chinese)         ❏ CAJLT  (Japanese) ❏ NCJTA  (Japanese)

Note:  your email makes it easier to change addresses and other info. 

For information on Conferences, Workshops, Scholarships, Affiliate information and other info, 
please visit...    

     www.fla-nc.org
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                 FLANC thanks the following contributors to the 
Scholarship Fund, Norman Litz Award and to the Cecilia Ross Grant

FLANC wishes to express 
our special thanks to those 
listed here who have con-
tributed to the FLANC 
Scholarship Fund, the 
Norman Litz Award, and to 
the Cecilia Ross Memorial 
Grant. We really appreciate 
all these donations.
 If you would like 
to contribute to either or 
both of these funds, simply 
mark Cecilia Ross Grant 
or Scholarship Fund and 
put the donation amount on 
the Dues Form Line along 
with your fees for registra-
tion, dues, etc.
  These donations 
allow FLANC to continue 
our scholarship and grant 
awards programs.
 ¡Gracias mil!

Catherine Feucht
Mabel M. Goodale

Nancy Goodner
Susan Harvey

Jennifer A. Henson
Keiko Hiramoto Hess
Mari Houssni-Adler

María J. Huber
Marilyn M. Imes
Cindy Jackson

Rosemary Jiménez-Curós
Micheline Le Gall

Dorothy Lee
Jamin Neil Lynch

Flavia Lorega

THANKS!
FLANC thanks all our volunteers 

who have helped out with our 
programs! 

It is with all your help that we are able to keep 
promoting language study of all the 

languages in our schools.

Albert H. Lozano
Angèle Krug

Helga P. Marshall
Donald Mastronarde

Carmel A. McDonnell
Patty Michiels
Paco Montfort

Helen E. Moritz
Atsuko Morse

Virginia Murillo
Diane W. Musgrave

Kirsti Nicholas
Patricia A. O’Reilly

Angèle Pastore
Gloria Payette
John Petrovsky

Flora Praszker
Julian F. Randolph

Wendy W. Ruebman
Francine G. Shirvani

Bill Southwick
Carol Sparks

María Tamariz
Carol Trapp

Vincenzo P. & Jane Traversa
.Jean-Paul & Sara Trélaün

Carmel Turek
Marie G. Tuttle

Maureen Wesolowski
Christina S. T. Wu Yee

Zermeño Family

A winning 2011 poster

AATG
Alfred F. Alberico 
Jacquie Anderson

Americal Systems Inc.
Anita Aileen Axt 

Margaret Azevedo
Carolyn Bradish-Bareilles

Danielle S.  Brown
Gustavo Calderón
Jeff M. Caldwell

.Marie Louise Castillo
Deborah Choi
Edith F. Croft

Agnes Dimitriou
Ursula A. Dinter

Yvette M. Fallandy
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FLANC Fall “FRIDAY WORKSHOPS” October 26, 2012
San Francisco State University, Humanities Building

THREE WORKSHOPS: Registration Check-in is in the main lobby 3:30-4:00 PM.
All workshops are from 4:00-6:00 PM; a reception follows for all participants.

 • Participants are asked to pre-register for the Friday Workshops and to indicate which workshop they wish 
    to attend. Space is limited and participants’ registration will be honored on a first-come first-served basis. 
• However, students in any teaching credential program are invited to attend “American Teacher” (film and
   panel discussion) free of charge. These future teachers should email their registration as indicated in the
   No. TWO Workshop information below.

• No. ONE:  Graphic Grammar: Showing Students How Their New Language Works
   Terri Frongia of Santa Rosa Junior College. Dr. Frongia is the author of the first introduc-
tory Italian textbook written with community college students in mind, Piazza Nostra: The Italian Learning 
Experience (Kendall-Hunt Publishing).
 Today’s student lives in a graphically rich, interactive environment and is a prolific user of language 
because of technology and social media. But they usually have little or no idea how language works, which 
makes mastering a foreign language even more challenging. Graphic grammar can help teachers bridge this 
gap in a fun, creative, and natural way. In this workshop, instructors will learn about some approaches for 
communicating to contemporary students how language works–grammar–in ways that are more accessible 
than those used by conventional textbooks. Strategies based on recent brain theory and learning style re-
search, such as graphic presentation of vocabulary, visual metaphors, and versatile, supportive exercises, will 
be demonstrated. In addition, attendees will receive step-by-step instructions and a list of resources for creat-
ing graphic grammar materials for their own classes. In the Humanities Building at SFSU, suitable for high 
school and university teachers, in English with examples in Italian.

• No. TWO:  “American Teacher” a documentary film with a discussion panel of its stars
  Stars from the movie and a FLANC facilitator
The outstanding documentary film “American Teacher” presents several concerns for educators and how the 
teachers in the film have adjustments. Teachers who star in the film will lead a discussion of the teaching 
profession.  Future teachers are invited to attend free of charge, but they must reserve a seat by emailing ed-
wardsteringf@yahoo.com. Please include your full name and the name of your teaching credential program.
In the Humanities Building at SFSU, suitable for all teachers and future teachers, in English, with opies of 
the film, as well as a book, available for purchase.

• No. THREE: Teaching Foreign Languages through Secured Social Network and Student Response 
Systems by Computers, Smartphones, Tablets and iPads 
  Mindy Chiang of Carlmont High School (Belmont, CA), and Mingjung Chen of Menlo School
 From showcase of teaching plans to hands-on technology-enhanced activities, participants of this 
workshop will experience best practices in applying a secured social network system, a classroom behavior 
management tool, and a student response system using the platforms of a computer, Smartphones, Tablets 
and iPads to their foreign language teaching plans. Some useful iPad tips, app management in the classroom 
will also be included. With a goal to stimulate students’ critical thinking skills and active performance of 
the language they learn in mind, the participants in this workshop combine their teaching plans with some 
selected applications to engage students’ individual active learning and, to stimulate their collaboration and 
corporative reflections in group. In the end, in addition to some iPad apps, we hope the participants will walk 
away with confidence in using selected online applications such as Edmodo, ClassDojo, and Socrative.
In the SFSU Mac Lab, suitable to all teachers, and English 
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For your Agenda, 2012-2013

 World Language Week! 

    Have you planned something to encourage 
World Language Learning in your school and in your 
community? There are quite a few activities which 
can be planned during this very important week. 
Let’s recruit more language students! Remember to 
calendar this month every year. Teach on!

February 27-March 3, 2013 • CLTA, California 
Language Teachers’ Association Annual Confer-
ence at the Hyatt Regency Orange County, Garden 
Grove, CA. Info at http://clta.net.

 April 12 -14 • 
Bloom in the Des-
ert,  at the Sheraton 
Crescent Hotel in 
Phonenix, Arizona. 

Info at www.swcolt.org.

 July 11-14 • 86th. AATF Annual 
Convention, in Providence, RI. Info 
at www.frenchteachers.org.

 July 8 - 11 • 95th Annual Con-
ference of the American Asso-
ciation of Teachers of Spanish 
and Portuguese, at the San Antonio 

Marriott Rivercenter, San Antonio, TX.  Info at www.
aatsp.org.

  July 19-20, The AP Annual Conference at 

The Venetian, Las Vegas, NV Lake Buena. Info at 
www.collegeboard.com.

 October 26-27                       
     FLANC 
  
       Fall
 Workshops    
         and 
 Conference
        2012 
   
‘Languages   
 are the Golden Gate 
   to Culture’
 
at San Francisco State University. Don’t forget the 
Poster Contest. Info at www.fla-nc.org, or with 
Francisco Zermeño at 510.732.2746.

 November 16-18 • 
Annual AATG Con-
ference at the Pennsyl-
vania Convention Center. 
Info at www.aatg.org.

 November 16-18 • Annual 
AAT Conference, at the 
Pennsylvania Convention 
Center. Info at www.aati-on-
line.

ACTFL’s 44th Annual Convention & 
World Language Expo. Info at www.actfl.org. 
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FLANC Fall Conference 2013 
University  

TBA

Presentation Proposal Form
    
Presenter Information :
    Name ____________________  Last Name _____________________
    Institution :  ________________________________________________________________________
    Home Address :   ____________________________________________________________________
          ____________________________________________________________________
    Home Phone :   ___________________________  Email Address :  ____________________________
       * We prefer to communicate with you via email. 
FLANC member 2012-2013 : Yes ______  No _______
 (Non-members should join FLANC, or pay a $30 Conference fee.)

Complimentary Lunch: Yes    _____ No _____ (Saturday only)

If there is a co-presenter, Name: ______________________________
        School: _____________________________

Friday Workshop : _____ (NOTE: Friday Workshops; 4:00 – 6:30 pm)
Saturday Interest Session : ______

Presentation Title  (10 Word Max,) :  
    __________________________________________________________________________________

Abstract  (100 - 150 Word Maximum) :   __________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________________________________________

    Please Note :   Presenters should avoid reading their presentation.  
   Information should be shared in
      an interesting, and, if possible, interactive format.

Level of Presentation :  K- 8___      (9-12)_____   Community College_____ University____
Language of Presentation :  English :  ___   Other :  __________________________
Equipment Needs :   __________________________________________________

Please send proposals and questions via email to: flancproposals@nomos.org 

All proposals should be received by June 15, 2013
 

Thank you for your interest.           
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FLANC Executive Council for 2012-2013
President, FLANC    Masahiko Minami   
        San Francisco State University

Vice President     Victoria Williams
         U.C.Berkeley 
Past President      Ed Stering
         Retired 

FLANC Publicity Chair    Christopher Wallace
          Retired

FLANC Webmaster    Fabián Banga
         Berkeley Community College

Poster             Liz Barthe
Contest Director                      Mercy High School, Burlingame

Newsletter Editor     J. Francisco Zermeño C. 
and Membership Chair       Chabot College

Recording Secretary        Sandra García Sanborn
           CSU Stanislaus    

FLANC Exhibits        Wendy Ruebman, Piedmont Ad. S.
Corresponding Secretary     

Treasurer     Christopher Wallace
          Retired

CLTA Representative     Victoria Williams, U.C. Berkeley
‘Connections’ Editor     Agnes Dimitriou, U.C. Berkeley
Middle School Rep     Hiroshi Imase, Odysey School    
       
Community College    Christina Wu Yee 
Representative     City College of San Francisco
      J. Francisco Zermeño C.
      Chabot College 

University     Agnes Dimitriou
Representative     U. C. Berkeley
      Noriko Nagata, U of San Fran.

FLANC’s      Diana Barakzoy, Dublin HS
Recruitment     Regina Coston McClintock   
Team            Hogan High School   
      Lizet Nuño
      Sandra García Sanborn
             CSU Stanislaus
   

Representatives      Ed Stering, Retired
at Large     Marilyn Imes, Retired
      Victoria Williams, U.C. Berkeley
 

American Association     Anita Axt 
of Teachers of French         City College of San Francisco
   

American Association     Marion Gerlind, 
of Teachers of German      Gerling Institute of C. Studies    
   

American Association     Mary Louise Castillo
of Teachers of Spanish        Mercy High School, Burlingame
and  Portuguese     

Chinese Language      Christina Wu Yee
Teachers Association               City College of San Francisco
of California      Lin Domizio
           Retired        
       Mindy Chiang
           Carlmont High School
   

Norhtern California      Masahiko Minami
Japanese Teacher’s         San Francisco State University
Association      
        

The FLANC Board 
brainstorming Interest Sessions

Do you have any ideas for 
your teaching colleagues?

Are you doing anything which could 
earn you the Nobel Prize for 

Language Teaching?

Does your activity cross 
language barriers?

Any unique classroom stories? 

Let’s share them! • Get them to fz!

Teaching ideas received and published 
will earn you FLANC Points! 
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Even while Interest Sessions are happening, folks still check out the displays, at our Conferences.
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P.O.Box 92
Mount Eden, CA 94557-0092

J. Francisco Zermeño C. 
Newsletter Editor
P.O.Box 92
Mount Eden, CA 94557-0092
510.732.2746
Fax: 510.732.6624
machetez@sbcglobal.net

Permission is freely granted 
to reproduce material in this 
publication provided credit is 
g i v e n  t o  t h e  F L A N C 
N e w s l e t t e r .

INSIDE:
Registration, Membership forms, 
Conference Proposal, 
Grant Applications!

We invite you to share this Newsletter with all your colleagues. ¡Gracias mil!

Foreign Language Association
of Northern California

Attend  
FLANC’s

Fall Workshops and Conference
October 26 & 27, 2012

San Francisco State University

POBox 92
Mt. Eden,  CA 94557

      Moving?

We want everyone to stay in 
touch...Please fill out below...

Name ________________ Last Name____________________     
                                                                                
Home Address _______________________________________
City, State, 9 digit Zip _________________________________
Home Telephone ( ____ ) ___________   
email ______________________________________

School _____________________________________________
School address ______________________________________
School City, State, Zip ________________________________

and mail, fax or email to 

✄


